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expected MESSIAH with the eye of faith., Numb. xxiv. 17,
John vili, 56? 1 Pet. i. 11, 12, he had the more glorious privilege
and the higher honour of conversing with him face to face, as a
man with his friend, and of opening the new dispensation of
THE GOSPEL, which dated its commencement from him, as the
old dispensation of THE LAW and the prophets terminated in
him, Acts i, 21, 223 Matt, xi 13.

4.  His powerful preaching turned many to righteousness, and
produced a considerable reformation among the people, inso-
much that they eagerly and " -violently pressed" for admission
into CUEIST'S kingdom, Matt xi. 12.

However, as a drawback from this high character, OUR LORD
observed,

5.  " He that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than
he;" that is, one of my inferior disciples, after the baptism of
THE SPIRIT, shall be superior to John, in knowledge of the
mystery of THE GOSPEL, in spiritual gifts, and power of work-
ing miracles.

Such was the honest and impartial testimony which the
Baptist and HIS CHIEF reciprocally bore to each other. The
offence taken by John is not disguised, nor his reprehension by
CHUIST suppressed, in tlie memoirs of those most candid of all
historians, the Evangelists,

From their combined evidence, we are abundantly wan-anted
to believe, that John and JESUS were neither enthusiasts nor
impostors*^ but that their testimony to each other was true,
and proved by mighty signs, wonders, and prophecies, fulfilled
in both.

CHRIST'S PUBLIC MINISTRY.

FIRST  PASSOVERf,

After JESUS had worked his first miracle at Cana, he went

* This important question is ably discussed in Doctor Bell*a critical examination of
the missions of John the Baptist and of JESUS CHRIST.

f The assumed date of this passover, A.D. 285 is confirmed, L By the time that had
then been spent in rebuilding Herod's temple, this year being the forty ~susth from the
time he laid its foundations ; see the piecedlng period, Herod*$ reign. 2. It was aUo
** the acceptable year of THE LORD," or a Jubilee^ Luke Iv. 19, the thirty-third,
reckoned from the first general sabbatical year, after the second division of the con-
quered lands by Joshua, B.C. 1589? as shewn befores under the article of Jubilee,